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FOLLOW ME!

STORIES INSPIRED BY REAL
ANIMALS TRACKED FROM SPACE
By

Lisa 4. Gardiner
UCAR Center Por Science Education

<— Argos-4 instruoment aboard the
General Atomics' OTB-3 satellite

T <——— Whales with Argos satellite tags

This comic book is based on research projects vsing Argos
satellites tags to Pollow animals around the world and learn what
they do, where they go, and how We can help keep them saPe.
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A
TURTLE
TALE

Species:
@reen Sea Turtle

Location:
North Atlantic

The GUIP Stream
corrent Plows north.
Young sea turtles
c¢an ride it and go
with the Plow.

It's 50 relaxing to
Ploat in this current.

Make way!
Coming through!

Where'd you
come Prom?

I went to

college! Sea turtles don't
go to college.

Well, I did.
Iwasin a science
[ab with other
turtles.




Did they put
that thing on
Your shell?

Yes! They want to
know ALL about
Where I go!

Becauvse atop Pighting,
I'm special! you two!

. . They put tags on some
You aren't more special 0P U5 to learn about

than the rest of va! all oP vs.

Why do they want to
learn about V8?2

That's true but
I think there are
other reasons.

Becauvse we are
Pabulovs!

B




I'm staying
in the current.
SRR 200 you later!

“*v,

’ Caribbean
Sea

)

lA

For example, I'M sure
they'll want to know
that we don't always
stay in the current.

Yeah, I'm heading
east into the
Middle of the

ocean.




In the sargasso sea, seaweed
Ploats on the surPace.

Lots oP other ¢creatures
live there, too.

Actually, that's a
satellite.

e Meanwhile, back at the college where
rgos-
insg;(iﬁgggg - the burtles were tagged...

He's in the

Up above the 5argasso 5ea,

a satellite carrying a special
instrument picks vp the signal
oP this little turtle.

It's not only turtles that are tracked Prom space...




Iwant to
explore the world,

How are you
going to do that?

species: ' i//
Anctic Fox

Location: , _ :
Aretie Arctic Poxes With gray winter coats are blue morphs.

Those With White winter coats are white morphs.

. The Pox walked across her
We five on IP ,‘,’:"U I covld ) | isiand and thought about
anisland. £ walk onwater. « | o\ £ explore the world.

-

Spitsbergen, Norway,
i in the Arctic, east of
@reenland.

She got to

the coast
and realized... Wait a minote!

I can walk on THAT water.
It's Prozen!

Seaice is Prozen
___ seawater that Ploats
on the ocean surPace.




She started her trip across
the ice in l[ate March when the
40N was low in the sky.

My
long shadow is \;
the only Priend
I have out
here.

She Pound a hole in the sea
ice Where she could catch
and eat Pish.

There's no Pood here.
I'll run as Past as I can.

She ¢crossed the
@reenland ice sheet.

A blizzard Porced her to
stop Por a Pew days.

My shadow is
getting short. And
plants are growing.
Is it summer? How long
have I been
wandering?

Finally, she Pound her new home.

LESMERE 15LAND @
y “3:»»» 5/
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Another island? "\
I walked Prom one
island to another.




THE MOST
WHALEY
PARTS

OF THE

I can't see
back there.

gpecies: Blue Whale
Location: East PaciPic

Dude, What's that thing
near your dorsal finz

It's a
tracking tag.
I've got one
too.

The tags let people
see U5 Prom space.

There are satellites \
that pick vp a signal
Prom the tag.

We ARE the largest
animals! Can we be
seen Prom space?

As we Mmigrate, they
track our locations.




Why do people want to know
Where we are? It's nosey!

They're mapping where
We are 50 that boats
¢an steer clear.

And s0 we

don't get

tangled in
nets.

They made a map!
It's a map of
Where the krill are!
We're there too,
eating the krill.

There are a lot oP vs
near the city of Los
Angeles. ships come
and go Prom there. Will
they be careful?

Mapping Peatures like water temperatore and
¢chlorophyll helps scientists predict what areas
have the most krill. And where there

are krill, there are blue whales.




Ahhh, spring. It's that
WHERE THE time of year again
PRONGHORN Tes, ke
e!
ROAM |

4pecies: Pronghorn

Location: North America

Lots of pronghorn are migrating Prom Montana, United
gtates, to saskatchewan and Alberta, Canada.

o - ~
o e
here!

Not all pronghorn
Migrate.




Pronghorn are adapted to live in
grasslands.

keep away '

I don't like Prom it.

Migrating through
coniPer Porests.

Oil and
@as Well

There's s0
MUCh to avoid.
How are we
ever going to
get to
CanadaZz

Let's stay
away Prom
those.

‘ See that collar?
It's tracking Where
‘ the pronghorn go, s0

people ¢an Pind ways
QW b0 help them migrate.

Look!
We can vse that

the road!

They made ™~
that Por vs7

\
= that we don't like get to Canadal!
' roads.

i

5'
‘ y \ Yes.
| They Pigured out > Maybe we will




THE
ALBATROSS
oPIES

Species:
@reat Albatross

Location:
Above the Southern
Oc¢ean

I love Pollowing
Pishing boats.
There's always a
snack nearby.

Oh no! This boat is
Pishing illegally.

Albatross vsvally stay over the ocean.

Can't people Pish
Whenever they want?




IP people take too many Pish,
there won't be enough lePt.
As a spy, I report them.

N

Argos-4 instroment
The Argos tag e the Generdl

H Abomics' O18-3
on My back will r'eporb Zatellite

the illegal Pishing boat
to a satellite. (_J

The satellite ¢an send
inPormation abouvt
illegal Pishing to people
who will stop it.

Does that mean no

More 4nacks Por Va7 We'll Pind other snacks

in the sead. Follow me!




16

ABOUT

This comic book was developed
at the UCAR Center Por Science
Education as an ovtreach ePPonrt
oP Argos, a system of instruments

aboard satellites vsed to track
tagged animals around the world and r L 6
help understand other aspects of

our planet.
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Learn more about how Argos tracking has helped vs learn
about the animals profiled in this comic book.

@reen Sea Turtles
argos-system.org/young-green-turtles-into-sargasso-sea

Arctic Foxes
argos-system.org/long-travel-oP-arctic-Pox-Prom-svalbard-to-canada

Blue Whales
Pisheries.noaa.gov/west-coast/marine-mammal-protection/whalewatch

Pronghorn
argos-system.org/pronghorn-migrations

Albatross
argos-system.org/albatrosses-detect-illegal-Pishing-boats
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NOAA and CNES have been partners in the Argos data collection system
since 1978. For NOAA's latest contribution to the Argos system, NOAA
has partnered with CNES to host their Argos-4 instrument aboard a
commercial satellite. NOAA is working With USSF to utilize their hosted
payload solutions contract and selected General Atomics and their
orbital Ted Bed-3 satellite to host the Argos-4 instroment.



CREDITS

Created by: Lisa 4. Gardiner

Copyedit: Melissa Rummel

Argos reviewenrs: Kimberly Eaves, 5cott Rogerson, Hudson
Delee, and David Jacob

UCAR Center Por Science Education Argos team:

Lisa 4. Gardiner, Melissa Rummel, EMily Snode-Brennenman,
and Emma Hagan

Thanks to the scientists and projects wWhose research
inspired these stories.

@reen Sea Turtles:

Katherine L. MansPield (University of Central Florida),
Jeanette Wyneken (Florida Atlantic University),
Jiangang Luo (University oP Miami)

Arctic Foxes:

Eva Fuglei (Norwegian Polar Institute) and Arnavd
Tarroux (Norwegian Institute Por Nature Research)

Blue Whales:

Helen Bailey (University oP Maryland Center Por
Environmental S¢ience) and researchers working with
NOAA's Whale Watch Program

Pronghorn:

Andrew F. Jake (National WildliPe Federation), Nicholas
J. DeCesare (Montana Fish, WildliPe, and Parks),

Paul F. Jones (Alberta Conservation Association),

C. Cormachk Gates (University o Calgary), cott J.
story (Montana Fish, WildliPe, and Parks), sarah K.
Olimb (World WildliPe Fund), kyran E. konkel (World
WildliPe Fund), and Mark Hebblewhite (University of
Montana)

Albatrosses:
The Ocean Sentinel Project

n



The Pictional animals in Follow Me! do the same sorts of
things as real animals tracked vsing Argos satellite tags.

Read the ¢comic and Pind out...
Where young sea turtles go,

how an arctic Pox walked
Prom Norway to Canada,

What parts oP the ocean N
have the most blue whales, \

What pronghorn avoid
as they migrate,

and how albatross help
catch illegal Pishing boats.

LEARN MORE ABOUT ARGOS!

Visit Argos online
argos-system.org

Argos Classroom Activities and Outreach
nesdis.noaa.gov/argos

Watch Argos-4: Tracking Prom Space
Youtu.be/aBc_MekRMNe
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Follow Me! was developed at the UCAR Center for Science Education as an outreach effort of the
Argos program under award NA210AR4310383 from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), U.S. Department of Commerce. The statements, findings, conclusions,
and recommendations are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of

NOAA or the U.S. Department of Commerce.
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