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1. Suggestions for supplementary materials to be sent with legislation 
a. After an inspiring chat with Provost Wickert, I would like to suggest that 

legislation – especially complicated legislation – includes an attachment that 
explains the implications. A recent example is the legislation brought before the  
Senate with tracked changes. This supplement material, though not required, 
could make the argument prior in favor of the bill prior to the Senate meeting. 
This will give the Senate more time to read it, think about it, and come up with 
reasoned discussion points. 

b. This would also give the Senate ample time for fact checking, outside of the 
Senate floor. 

MN Importantly, it should be noted that any legislation coming before the Senate floor 
is not necessarily endorsed by the executive council, university, or any Senate 
committee. The points of view argued in the supplementary material should 
always be based on fact and evidence and are not necessarily the points of view of 
the executive council, university, or any Senate committee.%
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1) Updates from Operations Committee Meeting 
     a) GPSRC Web Page Update 
     b) Automation of voting results generation  
     c) Online Senator Nomination  
 
2) Online Regular Allocation Updates 
3) Yung-Yu Chung agreed to be a part of University CIO search committee 
%
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1. Senators please remind your constituents to submit their Margaret Ellen White Graduate Faculty 
Award to you.  Then Senators please submit to me before the next Senate meeting.  Each department or 
program is allowed 1 nomination per senate representative. 

2. An Audit of the PAG account revealed no surprises.  The account is adequately funded. 

3. PAG Committee met and corresponded to begin preparing educational materials for the transition to the new 
policies and procedures.  Those draft materials will be ready and presented at the October GPSS 
meeting.  Senator feedback is requested. 

4. New PAG Policies and Procedures were posted prominently to the PAG website.  Department contacts were 
notified of the new PAG procedures beginning January 1st, 2015. 

5. To complete the New System transition smoothly 

a. Senator feedback at the October Senate meeting is critical in our final draft of educational materials for 
Students and Department Staff. 

b. Educational materials will finalized and posted to the website. 

c. PAG applications will begin to be accepted on November 16th.  No changes to the application form is 
anticipated at this point. 

d. Prior to December 16th, the PAG committee will conduct a mock lottery using past applications to simulate 
the lottery procedure. 

e. Between December 16th and 22nd, the PAG committee will conduct the first lottery of the new system. 
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GPSS President Report 
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GPSS Vice President Report 
 
All proposed legislation found favorable with one recommendation.  

GPSS Treasurer Report 
 
Update about Unspent funding 

GPSS CIO Report 

1) Call for Senators to be announced in January 
2) GPSRC webpage update. 
 
GPSS URLA Chair Report%
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GPSS PAG Report 

1. We have less than 5% of our fall PAG budget left.  Spring submissions are being accepted yet, but will 
be soon. 
2. The PAG committee did a rough run through of a lottery.  The January lottery will be held between 
December 16th and 22nd. 
3. We have three PAG bills this month.  
4. Faculty awards are due November 10th.  The PAG committee developed a review process that will be 
used to collaboratively review the submissions. 
5. Thanks to everyone that beta tested our PAG online app and for CIO for making website updates for 
me.  We have been live with our own app since October 28th and the Google forms submissions have 
been halted.   
 
GPSS Senators at Large Report 
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PAG Policies Amended: Red – Travel, Green – High Priority 
Immediately, Blue – Same Level of Students Supported 

______________________________________________ 
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SENATE BILL F14-13 
SENATE MEETING November 10, 2014 

 
TITLE: Socials Line Item Allocation for Social Event 
 
WHEREAS: Interdepartmental acquaintances and friendships can provide multiple benefits to 

students, including but not limited to dissemination of important information 
relevant to off-campus living, student-work life balance, and formation of 
interdepartmental research collaborations, and 

 
WHEREAS: The Socials Line Item in the FY2015 GPSS Budget has $763.72 of the $1,500 

budgeted for the 2014 GPSS Fall Social unspent, and 
 
WHEREAS: Further inquiries into venues and booking events requires the ability to commit 

funding, be it therefore  
 
ENACTED: An ad-hoc Social Committee of the co-sponsors of this bill and the Vice President 

be formed until the beginning of March 2015 with the mandate to organize a 
social event, be it further  

 
ENACTED: The $763.62 from the Socials Line Item be allocated towards either a “End of 

Semester” social in November or December and/or a “Welcome Back” social in 
early Spring Semester as deemed feasible by the Social Committee created in this 
bill. 

 
Sponsors: 
 
Hershberger, M.     Tripathy, A.    Chakraborty, A.     Figueroa, A.     Hsu, C.    Spencer, M. 
 
 
 
                          
   Arko Provo Mukherjee, President                 Zachary Zenko, Chair of the Senate 
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SENATE BILL F14-14 

SENATE MEETING November 10th, 2014 

TITLE:  Sponsor Lecture from Adam Ruben  

WHEREAS:   Having the speaker who is a comedian and molecular biologist will be an 
entertaining and informative lecture benefitting a large number of graduate 
students, and  

WHEREAS: GPSRC already has funding to cover travel for the speaker, and 

WHEREAS: GPSRC is unable to pay the speaking fee, and 

WHEREAS: GPSS budget has a surplus with unutilized funds available, be it therefore 

ENACTED: That the GPSS allocate $2500.00 in funding to the GPSRC to sponsor the Adam 
Ruben lecture. 

 

Sponsors: 

Langley, M. 

 

 

                          

   Arko Provo Mukherjee, President                 Zachary Zenko, Chair of the Senate 
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