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a) It has been an exciting summer for PAG. 

EL Congratulations to the ISU team for being the first US team to win 
15th annual Data Mining Cup. We are proud to fund (partly) this 
amazing group of graduate students. 
(http://www.news.iastate.edu/news/2014/07/10/data-miners)%

b) GPSS transitioned to an electronic PAG application to better serve 
students (https://www-gpss.sws.iastate.edu/students/pag/).  We expect the 
overall application experience to improve with faster service times and fewer 
errors 

c) Beginning Fall 2014, the electronic process also will allow students to 
view the status of their application online.  There will be a 'queued', 'Approved', 
and 'Denied' status with additional explanation accompanying the 'queued' 
status. 

d) For those familiar with the paper process, there will be a few changes 
when moving to the electronic process.  The biggest change will be no submitting 
paper copies of abstract acceptance / registration confirmation.  Instead  

1. Additional detailed information from the abstract acceptance / registration 
confirmation will be submitted with the application that wasn't required 
previously, AND  

@L Each student will be responsible for retaining proof of abstract 
acceptance / registration confirmation for one (1) year following the last 
day of their conference. %

e)   GPSS may select applications for auditing within one (1) year following 
the conference travel.  In the case of an audit, students will be required to 
provide all documents and information required in hardcopy, i.e. the same 
procedure used previously for ALL PAG applications. 

f)   Please visit https://www-gpss.sws.iastate.edu/students/pag/ 
g)   PAG applications for Fall 2014 (professional conferences, meetings or 

workshops occurring between August 25, 2014 – January 11, 2015) are currently 
being accepted.  

h)   PAG applications for Spring 2015 (professional conferences, meetings or 
workshops occurring between January 12, 2015 – May 17, 2015) are NOT being 
accepted at this point. Applications will be accepted from December 15, 2014. 
Any applications received before this date will not be considered for funding. 

i)   The PAG committee members worked incredibly hard this 
summer.  There was much progress made towards reworking the PAG system 
this past spring and these wonderful women and men on the PAG committee, 
really took it to the finish line this summer.  They looked at the current system 
and where the system was going with the incremental bills passed so far and 
then used historical and survey data to make informed amendments to the 
policies and procedures.  Lastly Senator feedback was solicited and all feedback 
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received was addressed, which lead to additional positive changes in our final bill 
up for a vote tonight. 

j)   PAG committee oversees several student awards.  Please see 
(https://www-gpss.sws.iastate.edu/students/pag/awards.php) for more 
information.  Updates and more information will be coming the fall.  Stay tuned. 

k)   PAG committee is always looking for new voices and is a wonderful 
place to start getting involved in GPSS.  If you are interested in joining, please 
email gpsspag@iastate.edu 
%
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