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DEAR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS:

Home Run!

The Detroit Historical Society’s Past>Forward comprehensive campaign concluded on June 30,
2014. The five-year campaign raised over $21.3 million in new cash and pledges, exceeding our
$20.1 million goal by over $1 million. The Society received gifts from over 350 donors in support
of the campaign, including seven gifts of $500,000 or more — four of which were from new donors
— the John and Marlene Boll Foundation, the William Davidson Foundation, the Wayne and Joan
Webber Foundation and the Ford Foundation. Certainly, this is an accomplishment we all can be
proud of — let us express special appreciation to our Past>Forward Campaign co-chairs, Kevin
Broderick, Ann Greenstone and David Nicholson. We’d also like to thank everyone who has
contributed their time, talent and resources to the Campaign over the past five years: our board

of trustees, staff, volunteers and, of course, all the donors who helped us exceed our goal.

Attendance and program participation continues to impress. The Detroit Historical Museum
saw an increase in attendance of more than 39 percent compared with numbers from the last
full year open to the public prior to the renovations. Similarly, the Dossin Great Lakes Museum'’s
annual attendance rose more than 74 percent over the last full year our Belle Isle gem was open
to the public.

Those amazing numbers at the Dossin have been boosted significantly by the transition Belle
Isle has undergone since the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) took over park
operations in February. The Society continues to forge strong partnerships with the MDNR, the
Belle Isle Conservancy and other island attractions to ensure that these positive trends continue.

This report details another year of great accomplishment for the Detroit Historical Society. In
addition to our “home runs” in fundraising and attendance, we’ve remained focused on our
mission, opening popular new exhibits like Out on the Town: Drinking and Dining in Detroit Since
1920, continuing to digitize our collections and offering new and popular public programs and
educational initiatives.

Finally, we’ve raised record breaking revenue from our ever-popular special events like our annual
Holiday Ball, this past year at the Fillmore Detroit, and from renting our outstanding facilities to
over 200 individuals and organizations for private events and celebrations.

There is no doubt that the past 12 months - and the last five years — have taken a successful
Detroit Historical Society to a new and higher level. We appreciate all your support. Thanks to
you, like the City we call home, our future is bright.

Sincerely,
Taomas C. BuHL RoBERT A. BURY
PRESIDENT Executive DIRECTOR AND CEO

DETROIT HISTORICAL SOCIETY DETROIT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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2013-14 KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

IN CURATORIAL.: IN EDUCATION:

The Society’s second book, Border Crossings:
Detroit in the War of 1812, received two awards:

o 2013 Historical Society of Michigan State History
Award, Publications: Private Printing category

o 2014 American Association for State and Local
History Leadership in History Award of Merit,
Publications Category

The curatorial team completed a third cycle of
preservation on the Detroit River cannon retrieved
in October 2011, involving cleaning and re-emersion
in a fresh electrolysis bath. At the conclusion of the
cannon conservation this fall, it will be displayed at
the Dossin Great Lakes Museum.

The Society obtained funding for two new
educational outreach projects; one is a research
project for high school students that will help
populate a web-based interactive map with
information and primary sources on Detroit’s World
War II factories. The second is to develop a Teacher
Resource Portal on detroithistorical.org that will
provide Detroit history resources for K-16 teachers.

The Society developed a partnership with
the Detroit Public Schools that resulted in
approximately 1,200 summer school students
attending day camps this year.

IN COLLECTIONS:

Production of the Society’s first formal traveling
exhibition, focusing on World War II posters from
our collection as both art and propaganda, was
completed. The exhibit debuted at the Grosse
Pointe War Memorial.

The Collections team has now exceeded 30,000
digitized artifact records at the conclusion of the first
phase of the Digitization Project.

The 1963 Ford Mustang Il Concept Car (pictured at
right on display at the Detroit Historical Museum)
has made appearances around the country
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the introduction
of the production model.

WITH OUR AFFINITY GROUPS:

The Black Historic Sites Committee celebrated its
42nd anniversary with a special event honoring
African American trailblazers in July 2013 at the
Dossin Great Lakes Museum. The group also
presented a very successful program celebrating
the Martin Luther King Day holiday which welcomed
over 600 visitors to the Detroit Historical Museum.

The Dossin Maritime Group’s annual Lost Mariners
Remembrance event on November 10th was another

sell-out. The Group also hosted its annual Fair Winds
Fall Gathering at the Dossin Great Lakes Museum in
October and the annual Marine Mart at the Grosse
Pointe War Memorial in November.

The Glancy Trains Modular Railroad Club appeared
at events year-round, including the annual Maker
Faire weekend, Holiday Nights and Day Out with
Thomas events at Greenfield Village, the Festival of
Trees and a variety of metro Detroit train shows.
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FOR DEVELOPMENT:

The 2013 Holiday Ball at The Fillmore Detroit was
the Society’s most successful to date, netting over
$300,000 and welcoming 430 guests.

The Out on the Town exhibit opening party was

a blockbuster, welcoming 400 members, friends,
local restaurateurs and Detroit 313 Society young
professionals in partnership with Cliff Bell’s and
Detroit Passport to the Arts.

Taking a new approach to this year’s Dossin Gala,
the Society held its first ever Spring Into Belle Isle
event in May. Opening with VIP yacht tours at the
Detroit Yacht Club followed by historical Trolley
Tours and concluding with dinner and dancing at the
Dossin Great Lakes Museum, this event raised over
$40,000 with over 250 attendees.

Overall membership at the Society grew, with over
540 new members joining, a surge of 14 percent over
last year’s record-breaking increase.

The Society re-energized its affinity groups to reflect
the diverse interests of our members. By expanding
programming and adding new groups, affinity group
membership grew by 44 percent.

Corporate and foundation gifts grew by 22 percent
over last fiscal year with a total of $1,936,507
contributed

in fiscal year L -

2013-14. ‘ :

Left to right: Restauranteurs Joe Muer,

Michael Schoenith and Tom Schoenith at
the opening event for the Out on the Town
exhibit at the Detroit Historical Museum.

FOR EXHIBITIONS:

The Society received a 2014 American Association
for State and Local History Leadership in History
Award of Merit for the five new exhibitions
developed as part of the 2012 Detroit Historical
Museum renovation.

The Community Gallery hosted exhibits featuring
photographs from the book HeartSoul Detroit,
Pewabic Pottery, the Detroit Public Library and the
Detroit Society of Women Painters and Sculptors.

New temporary exhibitions opened in January

2014 at the Detroit Historical Museum included
arefreshed New To The Collection, Detroit Artist
Showcase featuring 20 photographs from the
Documenting Detroit series; Detroit Decides in the
Allesee Gallery of Culture featuring our favorite three
skyscrapers - the Guardian Building, the Fisher
Building and the Penobscot Building; a 1916 Packard
owned by Henry Joy in the Automotive Showplace;
and Out on the Town: Drinking and Dining in Detroit
Since 1920, which reviews gathering places starting
during the prohibition era and continuing through
the 1970s.

A new exhibition opened in June at the Dossin Great
Lakes Museum called Troubled Waters: Healing

our Freshwater Habitats. The exhibit examines the
changes that have occurred on Detroit’s waterways
over 300 years and how areas like the Erie Marsh are
recovering with the help of organizations like The
Nature Conservancy and others.

Left to right: Former Detroit Lion Mel Farr, Grammy-winning

songwriter Allee Willis, boxing manager Jackie Kallen,
Rock and Roll Hall of Famer Mary Wilson, Rock and Roll
Hall of Famer Martha Reeves and photographer Jenny
Risher at the HeartSoul Detroit exhibit opening.
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FOR FACILITY OPERATIONS:

One half of the Detroit Historical Museum’s roof was
replaced, likely for the first time in the building’s
history. J.D. Candler Roofing did an outstanding job,
completing the work in less time than expected and
without significant interruption to Society’s daily work.

Lighting in all of the exhibits was upgraded to
more energy efficient LEDs during the renovations,
resulting in the Society receiving a $12,000 rebate
from the Public Lighting Department.

The Society was approved for a matching grant from
the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs
(MCACA) for capital improvements last December.
Electrical upgrades and waterproofing at the Detroit
Historical Museum were identified as the two areas
of concentration, including adding new lighting

FOR EDUCATION:

for Legends Plaza, electrical wiring repairs on the
third floor, and replacing crumbling caulking on the
facade and sealing several foundation leaks.

To accommodate the popularity of our facility rental
business, our event operations team grew from two
people to an Event Operations Department with a
manager and five part-time positions.

The Operations Department teamed with
Development to host viewers of America’s
Thanksgiving Parade both inside and outside the
Detroit Historical Museum, as well as partnering
with The Parade Company on a breakfast for their
“Big Head Corps.”

The first Home School Field Day was held in
November with all participants expressing their
appreciation of the event.

The new self-guided Passport to Learning program
has been well received for field trips.

The Society debuted its new web-based outreach
project, entitled Detroit: The Arsenal of Democracy,
in May. High school students in Detroit research
factories that made products during World War Il
and submit their findings to the Society.

FOR FIELD TRIPS & GROUP TOURS:

We welcomed a total of 10,935 visitors from 70 group
tours and 192 school programs to both museums
during the past year.

Given the increased volume of facility rental
business during the past year, a part-time group
sales assistant was hired to assist with booking
group tours and field trips and bolster the Marketing
& Sales department’s earned revenue efforts.

The project is viewable on the Society website at:
http://wwii.detroithistorical.org/

The Society received a Michigan Humanities Council
grant to develop a dedicated teacher area on our
website, which went live in December and officially
launched in April. The portal includes a lesson plan
clearinghouse, which currently contains 54 lesson
plans on Detroit History topics for students in
grades K-12.

FOR FACILITY RENTALS:

Revenue collected from facility rentals was up 67
percent over the previous year.

Over 200 events were executed by the Marketing and
Operations teams, an increase of 49 percent over
last year.

Over 20,000 people visited our museums as part of
facility rental events during the past year.
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I

The Society’s website featured a total of nearly
300,000 visits — an increase of 24 percent over
the previous year — by more than 195,000 unique
visitors — an increase of 22 percent.

The Detroit Historical Society’s social media presence
dramatically expanded over the last year. The

Society’s flagship Facebook page grew to 9,237 “likes”
during the year — an increase of more than 47 percent.

Facebook pages dedicated to the Detroit Historical
Museum, Dossin Great Lakes Museum, Detroit 313

Society and the Black Historic Sites Committee
continued to grow at an impressive rate.

On Twitter, the Society’s page grew to 5,018
followers — an increase of 72 percent.

The Society’s speakers bureau made a total of 45
presentations, an increase of 45 percent over last
year, reaching a total audience of over 2,000 people.

IN OUR MUSEUM STORES:

Sales at the Detroit Historical Museum Store
remained strong — down only slightly from last
year’s Grand Re-Opening year number.

Sales at the Dossin Great Lakes Museum increased
nearly 240 percent over the previous year.

IN PROGRAMS:

WITH OUR VOLUNTEERS:

A total of 51 Behind the Scenes tours were attended
by nearly 1000 people this year, including 7
“overflow” tours to accommodate wait lists for
popular sold out tours; 42 of the tours were sell-outs.

Our popular Halloween-themed Treats in the Streets
program returned to the Detroit Historical Museum,
attracting a capacity crowd of over 1,000 people.

At the Dossin, the Society introduced two new
events — Noon Year’s Eve in December and Spring
into Belle Isle Family Day in May. The May event
drew over 1,000 people.

Society docents and volunteers served a total of
11,537 hours over the year.

Eight new docents were recruited and trained to
provide group tours.

Online store sales continued to grow, increasing 73
percent from last year.

Strong sales have led to positive relationships
with iconic and emerging Detroit brands, including
Pewabic Pottery, Made In Detroit, Faygo, Better
Made, Sanders, Vernors, Detroit Scroll and Wayne
State Press.

IN VISITOR SERVICES:

Working in conjunction with Wayne State University,
the Detroit Historical Museum’s visitor guide was
translated into Arabic, French and Spanish to
accommodate our visitors from around the world.

The Dossin Great Lakes Museum opened its doors
in December for the first time in many years,
welcoming 1,300 visitors during the week between
Christmas and the first Sunday in January.

The popular Halloween-themed event, Treats in the Streets,
returned in October after a year off due to the Detroit
Historical Museum renovations.
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DETROIT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Combined Revenue and Expense Statement for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2014

REVENUE: .

Philanthropy $ 4,597,757
Earned Income : 509,488
City and State Funding 242,642
Investment Income 47,249
Total Revenue : $ 5,397,136
EXPENSES:

Program Services $ 4,368,541
Supporting Services 966,418
Total Expenses : 5,334,959
Net Change to Assets Before Investment Gains 62,177
Net Realized and Unrealized Gains on Investments 360,129
Surplus $ 422,306

Detroit Historical Society
BALANCE SHEET e« JUNE 30, 2014

Cash and Investments* $ 3,978,229
Contributions and Accounts Receivable 2,301,986
Other Assets 5,433,137

$ 11,713,352
Liabilities C$ 140,370
Net Assets — Unrestricted 10,419,431
Net Assets — Restricted 1,153,551

$ 11,713,352

*The assets do not reflect a Detroit Historical Society Endowment
held by the Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan.
The fund was valued at $1,629,651 as of June 30, 2014.

Audited Detroit Historical Society financial statements for the
fiscal year ended June 30, 2014 are available at the Society offices,
5401 Woodward Ave., Detroit, MI 48202, or by calling 313.833.7935.

detroithistorical.org
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Government, Corporate and Foundation Donors

$250,000 - $500,000

William Davidson Foundation
Ford Foundation
Wayne and Joan

Webber Foundation

$100,000-$249,999

City of Detroit

Community Foundation for
Southeast Michigan

General Motors Foundation

$50,000-$99,999

Ford Motor Company Fund

llitch Charities

Richard and Jane Manoogian
Foundation

$25,000-$49,999

CultureSource
Michigan Council for
Arts and Cultural Affairs
Sylvia Pevin and George
Pevin Foundation

$10,000-$24,999

American House

Americana Foundation

Beaumont Health System

DTE Energy Foundation

Great Lakes Wine & Spirits, LLC.

Hudson-Webber Foundation

ITC Holdings

JP Morgan Chase

Oliver Dewey Marcks Foundation

Penske Corporation

Rock Ventures LLC

St. John Providence Health System

Elizabeth, Allan & Warren
Shelden Fund

Day Stroh Family Fund

$5,000-$9,999

Bank of America

Charles B. Bohn Fund
Computech Corporation
Henry Ford Health System
Jaffe, Raitt, Heuer & Weiss
Knudsen Family Fund
Marygrove College

The Karen and Drew
Peslar Foundation

PNC

Ralph L. & Winifred E.
Polk Foundation

PriceWaterHouseCoopers

Purtan Family Foundation

Trent Design LLC Ford’s Theatre

UBS Fox Run Village

Village Club Foundation The Friends of Wixom Library
Whelan Family Foundation George Johnson & Company

Grosse Pointe Historical Society

$1-$999 Grosse Pointe Public Library
Grosse Pointe Unitarian Church

Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors Accident Fund Heritage Realty Services, LLC
Saga Communications All Seasons of Rochester Hills Historic Indian Village Association
Soave Enterprises American Association IBM International Foundation
Souder Family Foundation of University Women JD Candler Roofing
Wolverine Packing Company American House Bloomfield LP JVS
Arbors of Aldingbrooke LLC Kronlund Foundation
$2,500 - $4,999 Benevity Community Impact Fund Charitable Trust
Birmingham Area Seniors Leone Services Inc.
Baker Group Bloomfield Historical Society EDW. C. LEVY CO.
Comerica Charitable Foundation Bloomfield Township Center Liggett Family Charitable
Detroit Industrial School Bluewater Michigan Chapter Lead Annuity Trust
Detroit International Botsford General Hospital Metro Beverage Company
Bridge Company Cass Tech Class of 1958 Neighborhood Legal
Detroit Public Schools Foundation Center of Senior Independence Services Michigan
Greenstone’s Fine Jewelry Clark Hill PLC Network for Good
Clarence & Jack Conservation and Northern Trust Bank, FSB
Himmel Foundation Museum Services Northville Genealogical Society
James and Lynelle Holden Fund Cromaine District Library Northville Womans Club
Honigman Miller Schwartz Curis Enterprises, Inc. Orchard United Methodist Church
and Cohn LLP Daughters of American Revolution, Phi Beta Kappa
Japan Business Society Louisa St. Clair Chapter -Detroit Association
of Detroit Foundation Detroit Athletic Club Raymond James Trust Company
Lonyo Family Endowment Detroit Rotary Foundation The Roostertail
Michigan Humanities Council Dexter District Library Schoolcraft College
Olympia Development and Ernst & Young Foundation Senior Men’s Club of Grosse Pointe
Tlitch Holdings, Inc. Evangelical Homes of Michigan Triune Manufacturing Company
Harvey Rice Foundation Exxon Mobil Foundation TRUIST
UHY Advisors MI, Inc. Fenton Family Foundation Westland Library
Finsilver/Friedman The Wetsman Foundation
Management Corporation Wixom Historical SOCiety

$1,000-$2,499

Benson & Edith Ford Fund

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

and Blue Care Network
Brinker Group
Comerica Bank
Detroit RiverFront Conservancy
Federated Campaign Stewards
The Gilder Lehrman Institute
M. Jacob & Sons
The Myron P. Leven Foundation
The Aline Underhill

Orten Foundation Inc.
Lee & Maxine Peck Foundation
The Elmira L. Rhein

Family Foundation
Dan Stall Inc.
Target Corporation
Tepel Brothers

Printing Company

High school students around the region are collecting information,
photographs, documents and other primary sources related to the Detroit
factories that retooled for war production during World War II. The students
original research has helped the Society develop an interactive map on our
website that will serve as a resource for researchers and the general public.
More information on the project is at wwii.detroithistorical.org.

’
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Members of the Meier family returned to —
the Detroit Historical Museum for the October re-dedication

of the newly restored Meier Clock.
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Shoppers can find a great mix of iconic Detroit brands like Faygo,
along with an array of emerging brands, among the merchandise
in the Society’s two museum stores and online. Overall retail
sales increased 12 percent in the past year.
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A child attending the Detroit
Historical Museum’s Martin
Luther King Day holiday
program places his artwork on
the “dream board.”
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The “Big Head Corps” gathered on Legends Plaza to await their entry into
America’s Thanksgiving Parade. The Parade Company hosted breakfast for these
volunteers that morning at the Detroit Historical Museum.
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