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What journalists are looking for:

* Speed

* Accuracy

* Context

 Accessibility (for reporters, editors, and most importantly readers)



How this recession compares to previous ones
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Good Data, Bad Data

 Data-as-P.R.



Key economic data gaps:

» K-shaped recovery (unequal impact of recession/recovery by race,
income, educational attainment, etc.)

* Hardship data

* Speed/frequency

* Other miscellaneous holes in our knowledge
* Ease of access



K-shaped recovery

Road to Recovery

The recession is over for the rich, but
the working class is far from
recovered

The stock market and home values are back at record levels, while jobs remain scarce
for those earning less than $20 an hour



K-shaped recovery

 Savings, spending patterns, transfer payments, insurance access,
wealth

* Rents and other cost-of-living metrics
e How these metrics interacted with labor market choices



Hardship data

* More real-time indicators
e Loss of access to utilities, etc.
* Household Pulse Survey has been helpful — but needed baselines



Hardship data: Baseline comparison example

* 9 percent of all adults in the country reported that their household
sometimes or often didn’t have enough to eat in the previous seven
days, according to HPS data collected May 12-24.

* By contrast, 3.4 percent of adults reported their household had “not
enough to eat” at some point over the 12 months of 2019, according
to a separate Census Bureau survey conducted in December 20109.



Speed/Frequency

* JOLTS
e Ul



Miscellaneous gaps in knowledge

 Sectoral issues (especially services)

e ATUS

* Family structure & childcare arrangements
* Mismeasurement

* Industry/occupational transitions



EFase of access to data

* Difficult-to-use websites
* Unpublished tables

* Microdata

e Differential privacy
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