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The “Trilemma of Official Statistics”
Privacy

Access Accuracy

Increasing one dimension will 
typically require reducing one and/or 
the other of the dimensions

You can maximize on two 
dimensions, but only at profound 
cost to the third.
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Query Tools
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Questions?

Michael Hawes
Senior Advisor for Data Access and Privacy
Research and Methodology Directorate
U.S. Census Bureau

301-763-1960 (Office)
michael.b.hawes@census.gov

mailto:michael.b.hawes@census.gov
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