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Agenda

• Welcome

• Introduction to Climate Vulnerability Assessments

• Case Studies

• Discussion & Wrap-up
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What is a climate vulnerability assessment?

• Communities looking to address coastal flooding and severe weather 
can identify the people and places in harm’s way 

• Exposure + Sensitivity + Adaptive Capacity
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Terminology

Coastal Inundation Community of Practice

Exposure
People, assets, and ecosystems in places where they 

could be adversely affected by hazards

Sensitivity
Degree to which a system, population, or resource is or 

might be affected by hazards

Adaptive Capacity
Ability to adjust to a hazard, take advantage of new 

opportunities, or cope with change

U.S. Federal Government, 2014: U.S. Climate Resilience Toolkit. [Online] http://toolkit.climate.gov. 

http://toolkit.climate.gov
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Regional Case Studies

Coastal Inundation Community of Practice

Julia Chase 
Program Manager, Chief Resilience Officer,

 City of San Diego

Jessica Brunacini
Coastal Community Resilience 

Extension Associate
Main Sea Grant

Ruby Pap 
Coastal Land Use Extension Specialist

Hawaiʻi Sea Grant



Case Study 1: Southern Maine
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Jessica Brunacini
Coastal Resilience Specialist

Maine Sea Grant

































































Case Study 2: San Diego, CA
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Julia Chase 
Chief Resilience Officer,

 City of San Diego











































Case Study 3: Hawai`i

Coastal Inundation Community of Practice

Ruby Pap 
Coastal Land Use Extension Specialist

Hawaiʻi Sea Grant
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Scope of a Vulnerability Assessment

Tool to identify impacts

Tool to inform future actions

Outreach or communication resource

Support planning requirements

Support funding opportunities

Start with the 
end use in mind
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Balancing Resources for an Assessment
Constraints and Tradeoffs

● What data are needed? What is available?

● What budget is available?

● What technical expertise is available?

● When are the findings needed?

● What types of outputs are needed?
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Discussion

Are there any other key questions you have 

considered or you think should be considered 

when approaching a Vulnerability Assessment?



Wrap-up

• Vulnerability assessments resource document
• Form for additional input
• Evaluation

Stay Engaged
• Listserv
• Webinars
• Tools working group
• Newsletter
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Questions?
ocm.sg@noaa.gov 

To learn more and sign up for our listserv: 
bit.ly/ci-cop
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mailto:ocm.sg@noaa.gov
http://bit.ly/ci-cop

